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Inadequate Drainage Infrastructure 
•Terrain Alteration: Lasting irreversible damage has been done to the 
city by property builders, property owners, and public agencies by 
flattening terrain and altering natural drainage routes. 
•Reducing Seepage: Indian cities are becoming increasingly 
impervious to water, not just because of increasing built up but also 
because of the nature of materials used (hard, non-porous construction 
material that makes the soil impervious). 

 







Pg no. 10 GS 2  



Despite the completion of the delimitation commission’s exercise, Legislative 
Assembly elections have still to be announced. Jammu and Kashmir has been 

under President’s rule and then Lieutenant-Governor’s rule for four years 
now. 
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A general concern over ‘freebies’ pushing the economy to ruin or unviable 
pre-election promises adversely affecting informed decision-making by 

voters seems reasonable.  

 

A suggestion that Parliament could discuss this issue was met with 

scepticism by the Bench, which felt that no party would want a debate on 

this, as all of them support such sops.  

 

The Bench also disfavoured the ECI preparing a ‘model manifesto’ as it 
would be an empty formality. 



•The MCC is a set of guidelines issued by the Election Commission (EC) to 
regulate political parties and candidates prior to elections. Basically, the 
code spells out the do's and don’ts for elections. 
•This is in keeping with Article 324 of the Constitution, which mandates EC to 
conduct free and fair elections to the Parliament and State Legislatures. 
•It is not statutory but Political Parties, Candidates and Polling Agents are 
expected to observe the norms, on matters ranging from the content of 
election manifestos, speeches and processions, to general conduct etc. 
•The code comes into force on the announcement of the poll schedule and 
remains operational till the process is concluded. 
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India’s latest auction of telecommunications spectrum, including of 
bands ideally suited for offering fifth generation (5G) technology 

services, drew bids exceeding a record ₹1.5 lakh crore in a clear sign 
that the industry is on the path to recovery.  
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The depreciation is concerning — not exactly on the lines of the instability we 

have seen in Sri Lanka or other developing countries, but because it adds to the 

inflationary pressure and squeezes the purchasing power of those whose 

incomes are not linked to the crisis. 

 

Whenever the rupee or any currency starts depreciating, there is always an 

expectation of further depreciation, which can lead to further capital outflows. 

In that context, the central bank needs to keep an eye on the situation. 

 

Fiscal policy needs to play a role in helping boost demand, but that is not 

exactly consistent with the present policy framework. By its very design, fiscal 

policy is meant to stabilise debt to GDP ratio, it is not meant to boost aggregate 

output growth rate or labour income. So, we need to think about the purpose of 

the fiscal policy rule given the crisis we’re facing. 
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Appointment of Judges 

•The other judges are appointed by the President after consultation with 

the CJI and other judges of the SC and the HCs as he deems necessary. 

•The consultation with the CJI is obligatory in the case of the 

appointment of a judge other than CJI. 

 

Qualifications of Judges 

•Should be a citizen of India. 

•Should have been a judge of an HC (or HCs in succession) for five years. 

•Should have been an advocate of an HC (or HCs in succession) for ten 

years. 

•Should be a distinguished jurist in the opinion of the President. 

•The Constitution has not prescribed minimum age for appointment as a 

judge of the SC. 



Tenure of Judges 

•The Constitution has not fixed the tenure of a judge of the SC. 

•However, it makes the following three provisions in this regard: 

• Holds office until he/she attains the age of 65 years. 

• Any question regarding the age is to be determined by 

such authority and in such manner as provided by 

Parliament. 

• Can resign the office by writing to the President. 

• Can be removed from his office by the President on the 

recommendation of the Parliament. 
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High inflation is driving about 8% of the current surge in Goods and 

Services Tax revenues, and inflation-adjusted GST collections so far this 

year are 26% higher than pre-COVID levels, SBI Research said in a report 

on Thursday, suggesting this rise could be driven by higher 

consumption. 

 

SBI Research also raised its current account deficit target for this year to 

3.7% of GDP, projecting the trade deficit to widen to 8.5% of GDP in 

2022-23.  

 

 







Mains Practice Question: 

Most welfare schemes contribute to improving human development outcomes, 
also resulting in higher growth. Explain (150 words) 
 
अधिक ांश कल्य णक री योजन एां  म नव धवक स पररण मो ां में सुि र करने में योगद न करती 
हैं, धजसके पररण मस्वरूप उच्च धवक स भी होत  है। समझ एां  (150 शब्द) 

Have you written today's answer at  - 
https://www.upsciq.com/upsc-answer-writing/ 



Introduction:  
• The discussion on the demerits of ‘freebies’ distributed to the public as a result of 

election promises is not new in India. 
•  However, there is often confusion on what constitutes ‘freebies’, with a number of 

services that the Government provides to meet its constitutional obligations 
towards citizens also being clubbed in this category.  

 
Body:  
• The basic argument is that these are a waste of resources and place a burden on 

already stressed fiscal resources.  
• In such discussions, ‘freebies’ not only include the free distribution of what may be 

considered ‘club goods’ such as televisions and gold chains but also welfare 
schemes such as free or subsidized rations under the Public Distribution System 
(PDS), cooked meals under the midday meal scheme, supplementary nutrition 
through anganwadis, and work provided through the Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). 

 



• Welfare schemes that are repeatedly berated as adding to the ‘subsidy’ burden of 
the state also contribute to human development and protection of the basic rights 
of the people to nutrition, work, etc., essentially the right to life with dignity. 

• A number of other schemes such as old age, single women and disabled pensions, 
community kitchens in urban areas, free uniforms and textbooks for children in 
government schools, and free health care services play a critical role in providing 
social security and access to basic entitlements in our country. 

  
Conclusion: 
• It is important to recognise that most welfare schemes contribute to improving 

human development outcomes, which also results in higher economic growth in 
future. 

 



Mains Practice Question: 

India needs to invest in quality schools and higher education as well as 
healthcare. Explain (150 words) 
 
भ रत को गुणवत्त पूणण सू्कलो ां और उच्च धशक्ष  के स थ-स थ स्व स्थ्य सेव  में धनवेश करने की 
आवश्यकत  है। समझ एां  (150 शब्द) 

Have you written today's answer at  - 
https://www.upsciq.com/upsc-answer-writing/ 



Thank you 

Join Me: 
Use Code:- PRT33 to purchase course  
Instagram:- tiwariprashant26 
Twitter:- Prashantt26 
Telegram:- PrashantTiwari26 (Prashant Tiwari PDF) 


